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Jaime Vicens Vives died at the age of fifty, in Lyon, France, after a serious lingering ill- 
ness. Spain thus lost an outstanding historian and his family and friends lost a man they dearly 
loved and esteemed. 


Professor Vicens’ dynamic personality and fine scholarship brought a new stimulus to 
historical writing in the Hispanic world. His systematic research on social and economic motiva- 
tion in historical development is his distinct contribution to Spanish historiography. Professor 
Vicens’ work covered a wide range of subjects, starting with his doctoral thesis on Ferdinand 
the Catholic, works on John II of Aragon and on the social problems of the 15th century, and re- 
search on various aspects of the 19th century. Vicens’ books on Industrials i polftics del segle XIX 
(1958), his Manual de historia econédmica de Espana (1956), as well as the paper he was to 
read at the XIth International Congress of Historical Sciences in Stockholm (1960) on "Estructura 
administrativa estatal en los siglos XVI y XVI," reveal a fresh approach to the social and eco- 


nomic aspects of history. The Centro de Estudios Histéricos Internationales, which he started, 
has suffered an irreplaceable loss through his death. 


As a consequence of his research and his teaching experiences at the University of Barcelona, 
Vicens became aware of the need for a proper bibliographical tool to guide students and scholars 
through the vast field of Spanish and Latin American historical publications. This led him to start, 
in 1953, the bibliography Indice Histérico Espanol, and to devote much of his energy and talentto 
this huge task. There has been a close and fruitful collaboration between that publication and 
HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS. Two years ago HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS had the privilege of having 
him join its Advisory Board, and we have greatly benefited from his advice and the co-operation of 
his devoted staff. 


Those who knew Jaime Vicens Vives personally, as the editor of HISTORICAL ABSTRACTS 
had the honor, remember his personal magnetism and his courage to stand by his convictions. We 
share with his widow and young children, to whom he was so devoted, the deep grief over the early 
death of a magnificent person and a great scholar. 
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